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BRITISH SCHOOLS ORIENTEERING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Final Details

17th/18th November 2018

Witton Park, Blackburn


Organised by PFO, SELOC, LOC & OD

Enquiries to bsoasecretary@gmail.com

                           Supported by the British Schools Orienteering Association

Officials
Overall Organiser Melanie Elkington
Saturday SQE:  Planner – Richard Tiley; Organiser – Hamish Willis; Controller – Barry Elkington
Saturday training: Planner – Bridget Jardine; Organiser – Hamish Willis 
Sunday: Planner – Stephen Richards; Organiser – Barbara Alexander ; Controller – Richard Tiley 
Acknowledgements
Many thanks to United Utilities ,Blackburn Council & Witton Country Parks for allowing us to use their areas.
Final Details

Saturday 17th November	World Schools Qualification Races & Training Event		 	
Sunday 18th November	British Schools Orienteering Championships 2018	 

Attachments
With these final details you will find:
· Final details for the Schools Championships, Qualification Races &Training Event 
· A Start List for your school(s) for the Qualification Races, if appropriate
· Start lists for your school(s) for the Championships 
· One blank map of each of the Saturday and Sunday competition areas- these are not up to date.





Cancellation
It is very unlikely that we will need to cancel any of these events, but if you are concerned about cancellation please check websites www.bsoa.org / www.pfo.org.uk or telephone the Organiser on 01926 854639 / 07941 352053 before 9pm.

Safety
Whilst we will do everything we can to make this event as safe as possible, competitors do take part at their own risk. 
· It is your responsibility to ensure that they are properly prepared for the event, and clothed in a manner suitable for the conditions on the day. 
· No shorts. In recent years the woods have become badly affected by the spread of brambles - full leg protection is essential. Anyone without full leg cover will not be allowed to start.
· It is compulsory for whistles to be carried whatever the weather.
· In the event of bad weather, cagoules may be compulsory – please come prepared. Notices will be put up in the car park, at enquiries, and en-route to the start if they are required.
· Cattle have grazed on some fields in the area so please ensure competitors take appropriate precautions.
· Some of the courses cross roads, these will be marshalled but please ensure competitors are aware.
· There is a mountain bike trail marked in pink near the Far start please ensure competitors are aware that they should cross it carefully.

We will, of course, be monitoring the time that runners spend in the forest, but please help us by letting Enquiries know if you are concerned about one of your team.

Photographs
As usual, Ray Barnes will be taking photographs in several places at BSOC so that they can be placed on the BSOA web site. There will be no names or ages attached. If you wish to use any of the photo's then please email bsoasecretary@gmail.com to ask for permission - include the photo’s number. We will email you a higher resolution photo and ask that Ray Barnes be credited.

Punching
Electronic SI control boxes will be mounted on a stake, along with an orienteering kite and the control code.  
IT IS THE COMPETITOR’S RESPONSIBILITY TO REGISTER ACCURATELY AND COMPLETELY AT ALL CONTROLS. 
Rulings on mispunching, etc., possibly due to “dibbing” too quickly, have been strictly applied at a number of high-profile events and these Championships are no different.
There are many controls in the forest, and runners can expect to see some that are not on their course. Please make sure control codes are checked carefully. If, however, a competitor does mistakenly “dib” a control that is not theirs this will not matter as long as they also “dib” at all the right control, in the right order. 

Maps 
All maps for the weekend’s will be printed on A4 waterproof paper. 

	Event
	Scale
	Descriptions on map
	Loose Descriptions
	Legend

	Selection Race
	1:10000
	Pictorial
	Pictorial
	Yes

	Training 
	1:10000
	
	
	

	BSOC 
Years 5,6,7,8
	1:5000
	Written
	Written
	No

	BSOC Years 9,10,11,12,13
	1:10000
	Written
	Pictorial
	Yes



Both maps have been updated by Stephen Richards & Richard Tiley

Trophies
If your school has any of the trophies from last year please return them to Enquiries on Sunday.

Competition Areas
The competition areas are strictly OUT OF BOUNDS to all teachers and parents, and to competitors except when actually racing. Infringement of this risks the disqualification of your whole team. If you are concerned about the non-appearance of one of your team then please talk to the organising team. 


BRITISH SCHOOLS ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
Witton Park, Blackburn, Sunday 18th November
[bookmark: _GoBack]Postcode BB2 2TP  Grid Reference SD 66271 27006 
Travel
The event /assembly is at Witton Country Park main car park .Approach from Junction 3 of the
M65 head towards Blackburn on A674. Once you have crossed the railway line take the third left
 (Brown sign Witton Park) at the traffic lights. The main car park is to the right just after the entrance.

Please do not arrive before 8.30 am
Download & Results
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Spectator Controls
Competitors may visit one or  both during their course. Please keep behind the tapes
Car Park


Over flowCar Park


Parking
It is hope that all coaches, cars & minibuses will all be parked in the main car park. However we may have to use the overflow car park once the main car park is full.
Cost of parking for the day for any vehicle is £1.50, the machine takes both cash and card payments.
Please follow marshals directions

Toilets
There will be toilets near the finish area but there will not be toilets at either start.

Traders
There is a café in Witton Park and the North West Junior Squad raising funds for by selling their usual spread of delicious cakes at excellent prices- please support both of them.

Enquiries
A responsible adult from each school needs to register at Enquiries which is in a building next to the park café . Here you will be able to collect a school package consisting of number bibs, safety pins and participation certificates for each child. 
There is no entry on the day. However, if illness or injury requires substitution of runners please enter the new names on the spare form provided in your school bag and hand it in to Enquiries. This should also include cases where only one of a registered pair now intends to compete. 
The pairs will have one bib with a black number on it and one bib with a black number with a red stripe, please use only the black number bib if one member of a pair drops out. The Red line will be put on number without the line in the start lanes.
If there are any mistakes or changes needed to an entrant's class then this MUST be done before the event by email to bsoasecretary@gmail.com .

Competitors must wear their numbers on their chest so that the number is clearly visible. For pairs, each runner will have a bib (with the same race number), but will be issued with only one dibber.
Lost dibbers will be charged to the school responsible at £40. 
Control descriptions will be available in the start lanes for those with control holders only and will also be printed on the map. 
Competitors who declared their own dibber on the entry form should bring it. If you wish to use your own but haven’t declared it then you may use it but please let us know before you run.

Club Tents
Club/School tents are welcome alongside the Finish funnel. Please accept directions from marshals when choosing your site. 

Start
There are two starts. The route to the Far start passes the Near start.
The Near start is for Years 5,6,7,8 which is 200m from assembly.
The Far start is for Years 9,10,11,12,13 which is 800m with 80m of climb from assembly. (20 minute walk).
Please follow the taped route to the starts.

PLEASE ALLOW ENOUGH TIME TO WALK THERE - START TIMES CANNOT BE ADJUSTED FOR LATE ARRIVAL. YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!! 
Competitors will be called up five minutes before their start times – i.e. you need to be at call up 5 mins early.
No spectators/teachers/parents are allowed beyond the call up.
Start times are from 10.30 am to 12.30pm.

Start procedure

	-5
	Call up & Whistle check 

	-4
	Dibbers allocated (one per pair)
Clear & Check dibbers

	-3
	Loose Written Control Descriptions 

	-2
	Blank Maps

	-1
	Start Line 



Note that there is no clothing dump or transfer from either Start to the Finish. Please make your own arrangements for adequate protection before and after the race.

Course details 

	Class
	Standard
	Length
	Climb
	Start

	G5
	White
	1.9 km
	10 m
	Near

	G6
	White
	2.1 km
	10 m
	Near

	G7
	Yellow
	2.3 km
	40 m
	Near

	G8
	Yellow
	2.4 km
	20 m
	Near

	G9
	Orange
	3.2 km
	80 m
	Far

	G10
	Orange
	3.8 km
	80 m
	Far

	G11
	Light Green
	4.2 km
	90 m
	Far

	G12
	Light Green
	4.6 km
	90 m
	Far

	G13
	Green
	5.2 km
	  105 m
	Far

	B5
	White
	1.9 km
	30 m
	Near

	B6
	White
	2.4 km
	30 m
	Near

	B7
	Yellow
	2.6 km
	20 m
	Near

	B8
	Yellow
	2.9 km
	50 m
	Near

	B9
	Orange
	3.4 km
	95 m
	Far

	B10
	Orange
	4.0 km
	85 m
	Far

	B11
	Light Green
	4.7 km
	120 m
	Far

	B12
	Light Green
	4.9 km
	120 m
	Far

	B13
	Green
	6.0 km
	115 m
	Far



Terrain
The area is a large well maintained area dedicated to recreation & sports. There are playing fields, an athletics track, café and playgrounds in the level areas by the river. On the flanking hills there is a complex mix of woodland & open giving good technical orienteering .From the top of Billinge Hill there are a series of downhill MTB tracks. There are a number of football pitches that have appeared near the finish – please ask your competitors to avoid running across them if there is a football match going on.

Finish
There is one “final” control, at the entrance to the funnelling system. Runners must then dib at one of the control boxes at the finish banner, at which point the race is over. Maps must be placed in a labelled school bag and from here follow the tapes to enquiries/download where they will hand in their dibber, get their print-out of all their split times, sort out any problems. 
Collected Maps can be retrieved from the finish area after the last start.
Competitors competing in pairs must stay together and both be at finish when dibbing. If one of a pair arrives at the finish on his/her own, he/she will be asked to remain there until their partner arrives.
No water will be provided at the finish, so please bring enough in your own containers.

Courses close at 2.30pm
Please ensure everyone is back by 2.30pm and has reported to download to hand in their dibber whether they have completed their course or not.

Results
Results will be on display by download & updated regularly during the race, and then available via the British Schools Orienteering Association website at www.bsoa.org. 

Complaints Process
Complaints initially should be made in person or writing to the Organiser, Melanie Elkington, via Enquiries. If the matter cannot be resolved to your satisfaction, you may submit a protest in writing to Richard Tiley, the Controller . If the controller and organiser do not agree with the protest, the jury will be convened as soon as possible.

Safety
First Aid will be at the finish.
It is imperative that all competitors report to the finish whether or not they have completed their course.
The area will be shared on the day with members of the public, some walking their dogs.  There will be a number of official event marshals in the woods who will be wearing fluorescent yellow bibs. These can be approached at any time if assistance is required by any child.

LOCAL A & E HOSPITAL 
Blackburn Urgent Care Centre, Haslingden Road BB2 3HH

Organiser’s mobile phone number over the weekend will be 07941 352053.
Prize Giving The will take place as soon as is possible . Spare medals for non-counters in winning teams will be available from BSOA @£1.50 each once the prize giving has finished.

TRAINING EVENT                                                                                                         
Tockholes, Saturday 17th November
	Assembly/Parking
	Adjacent to Roddlesworth Information Centre, Tockholes Road, Tockholes, BB3 0PA. 


Please do not arrive before 10.30 am. 

	Assembly / Parking
	Please park as directed, the parking is very dependent on the weather in the preceding weeks. 

	Maps

	A single representative of the school should first visit Enquiries to collect their school bag , including  training  maps from 10:30 to 13.30.  The controls will be available from 12.00 until they start to be collected in at 15.00.

	Event format
	Please follow the following process:
This is a self-organised training opportunity. Each school’s representative is responsible for keeping records of who is taking part, which course they are doing and logging when they have returned. Only experienced orienteers should do anything other than the recommended courses and should advise their representative of what they are doing. Shadowing and supervising of participants is perfectly acceptable as this is a training opportunity and there will be no results published. 
Event officials will be on hand at the start and finish so that any problem, especially with regard to overdue participants, can be addressed. The responsible adult MUST report back to start official before leaving the training to confirm that all their children have safely returned from the training.
Basic First Aid will be available in the assembly field.

	Training & courses
	You will need to cross the road to get to Tockholes, then follow the signs to the training area. 
Take care as this route crosses a road.
A five colour waterproof map at the scale of 1:10,000 will be provided with all controls on. There will be suggested courses.
Terrain is runnable parkland, heath and woodland with very little vegetation impeding progress. Members of the public will be sharing the area.


	Safety
	All competitors participate at their own risk. Schools remain responsible for their pupils during the training event.  It is imperative that all competitors report to the organising officials before leaving the training. Please note especially the Safety Notes in the General Notes. 

	Organiser  &  Planner 
	Bridget Jardine ( PFO )

	Enquiries
	Melanie Elkington  - bsoasecretary@gmail.com  01926 854639 /07941352053before 9pm













WORLD SCHOOLS QUALIFICATION EVENT (SQE)
Tockholes Woods, Saturday 17th November
These special races will be held in Tockholes Woods, Blackburn. The objective is to provide an appropriate technical challenge for competitors wishing to be selected for the World Schools event in 2019.
	Assembly/Parking
	Adjacent to Roddlesworth Information Centre, Tockholes Road, Tockholes, BB3 0PA. 

	Enquiries
	Pre-entries only. No entry on the day. Please do not arrive before 10.30am
You may go straight to the start. Your race pack for Sunday’s event will be available for collection from Enquiries.
World Schools Clothing –we hope to have samples of the kit so that you can try it on to see what size you require if you are selected..

	Start Times
	12:00 – 14:00   Dibbers will be issued in the start lanes.  Lost dibbers will be charged at £40 each to the school. Competitors who declared a dibber on their entry form should bring it.

	Courses Close
	15.00.

	Courses
	

	
	Course
	M14
	M16

	W14

	W16


	
	Length

	4.3km

	5.7km

	3.3km

	4.3km


	
	Climb

	130m

	155m

	100m

	120m


	
	No of Controls
	16
	18
	13
	13

	





Start


	95% of the competition area is woodland covering the catchment for Roddlesworth Reservoirs.  A wide stream bisects the area with many tributaries and deep valleys on the steeper slopes.  The area is mostly mature deciduous woodland including beech, almost all of which is fast runnable terrain with minor undergrowth.  There are also areas of coniferous plantation which are slower but passable.  Some open areas and semi-open areas have seasonal growth making them slower.  Old quarry workings give intricate contour detail and ruins.  Rock features include some 10m high crags!
The Start will be signed from  where competitors will cross Tockholes Road into the woods. This crossing will be marshalled.
The call up at -5 will be within 500m of the entry into the woods. No toilets at Start. Loose pictorial description lists will be available in the start lanes for those with description holders.

	Finish
	It is a remote finish within 500m of where competitors will enter the woods. Please follow the tapes back to Assembly to download.
Maps will be collected at the finish until after the last start time. All competitors must report to the download before 15.30 whether they have completed the course or not.

	Download
	Download will be at assembly, all “hire” dibbers will be collected after download.

	Results
	Results will be displayed during and immediately after the races, and again at the Sunday event, and will be published on the BSOA website.

	Facilities
	First aid, toilets and drinks and confectionary are available in assembly. 
No drinks will be provided by the organisers at the finish, so please provide your own.


	Safety
	All competitors participate at their own risk. It is imperative that all competitors report to download whether or not they have completed their course. Please note especially the Safety Notes in the General Notes.
All competitors will traverse the slopes above the Roddlesworth Reservoirs at some point in their course. The slopes are cut by streams and some of these valleys are very steep.
If you are not confident in navigating across steep slopes then all legs across these valleys have an alternate path route around.
There is a stream crossing on some courses. The stream is usually fairly shallow, but if heavy rain occurs, it may rise. A decision will be made on the day to decide if it needs to be manned.
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